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| certify this to be a irue and correct
copy of the indicated document as
referred or transmitted to committee.

Chief Clerk of the House

FILED FEB 25 2003
By: E.J.R. No. D

A JOINT RESOLUTION
proposing a constitutional amendment to authorize the legislature
to exempt from ad valorem taxation property owned by a religious
organization for purposes of expanding or constructing a religious
facility.

BE IT RESOLVED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF TEXAS:

SECTION 1. Section 2(a), Article VIII, Texas Constitution,
is amended to read as follows:

(a) All occupation taxes shall be equal and uniform upon the
same class of subjects within the limits of the authority levying
the tax; but the legislature may, by general laws, exempt from
taxation public property used for public purposes; actual places of
religious worship, also any property owned by a church or by a
strictly religious society for the exclusive use as a dwelling
place for the ministry of such church or religious society, and
which yields no revenue whatever to such church or religious
society; provided that such exemption shall not extend to more
property than is reasonably necessary for a dwelling place and in no

event more than one acre of land; any property owned by a church or

by a strictly religious society that owns an actual place of

religious worship if the property is owned for the purpose of

expansion of the place of religious worship or construction of a new

place of religious worship and the property yields no revenue

whatever to the church or religious society, provided that the

legislature by general law may provide eligibility limitations for
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the exemption and may impose sanctions related to the exemption in

furtherance of the taxation policy of this subsection; places of

burial not held for private or corporate profit; solar or
wind-powered energy devices; all buildings used exclusively and
owned by persons or associations of persons for school purposes and
the necessary furniture of all schools and property used
exclusively and reasonably necessary in conducting any association
engaged in promoting the religious, educational and physical
development of boys, girls, young men or young women operating
under a State or National organization of like character; also the
endowment funds of such institutions of learning and religion not
used with a view to profit; and when the same are invested in bonds
or mortgages, or in land or other property which has been and shall
hereafter be bought in by such institutions under foreclosure sales
made to satisfy or protect such bonds or mortgages, that such
exemption of such land and property shall continue only for two
years after the purchase of the same at such sale by such
institutions and no longer, and institutions engaged primarily in
public charitable functions, which may conduct auxiliary
activities to support those charitable functions; and all laws

exempting property from taxation other than the property mentioned

in this Section shall be null and void.

SECTION 2. This proposed constitutional amendment shall be
submitted to the voters at an election to be held November 4, 2003.
The ballot shall be printed to permit voting for or against the
proposition: "The constitutional amendment +to authorize the

legislature to exempt from ad valorem taxation property owned by a

78R3929 RCJ-D 2



1 religious organization for purposes of expanding or constructing a

2 religious facility."
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HOUSE HGUSE OF REPRESEFaTiv s
COMMITTEE REPORT

1% Printing

By: Zedler, et al. H.J.R. No. 55

A JOINT RESOLUTION
proposing a constitutional amendment to authorize the legislature
to exempt from ad valorem taxation property owned by a religious
organization for purposes of expanding or constructing a religious
facility.

BE IT RESOLVED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF TEXAS:

SECTION 1. Section 2(a), Article VIII, Texas Constitution,
is amended to read as follows:

(a) All occupation taxes shall be equal and uniform upon the
same class of subjects within the limits of the authority levying
the tax; but the legislature may, by general laws, exempt from
taxation public property used for public purposes; actual places of
religious worship, also any property owned by a church or by a
strictly religious society for the exclusive use as a dwelling
place for the ministry of such church or religious society, and
which yields no revenue whatever to such church or religious
society; provided that such exemption shall not extend to more
property than is reasonably necessary for a dwelling place and in no

event more than one acre of land; any property owned by a church or

by a strictly religiousvsociety that owns an actual place of

religious worship if the property is owned for the purpose of

expansion of the place of religious worship or construction of a new

place of religious worship and the property yields no revenue

whatever to the church or religious society, provided that the

legislature by general law may provide eligibility limitations for

78R3929 RCJ-D 1
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H.J.R. No. 55

the exemption and may impose sanctions related to the exemption in

furtherance of the taxation policy of this subsection; places of

burial not held for private or corporate profit; solar or
wind-powered energy devices; all buildings used exclusively and
owned by persons or associations of persons for school purposes and
the necessary furniture of all schools and property used
exclusively and reasonably necessary in conducting any association
engaged 1in promoting the religious, educational and physical
development of boys, girls, young men or young women operating
under a State or National organization of like character; also the
endowment funds of such institutions of learning and religion not
used with a view to profit; and when the same are invested in bonds
or mortgages, or in land or other property which has been and shall
hereafter be bought in by such institutions under foreclosure sales
made to satisfy or protect such bonds or mortgages, that such
exemption of such‘land and property shall continue only for two
years after the purchase of the same at such sale by such
institutions and no longer, and institutions engaged primarily in
public charitable functions, which may conduct auxiliary
activities to support those charitable functions; and all laws
exempting property from taxation other than the property mentioned
in this Section shall be null and void.

SECTION 2. This proposed constitutional amendment shall be
submitted to the voters at an election to be held November 4, 2003.
The ballot shall be printed to permit voting for or against the
proposition: "The constitutional amendment to authorize the

legislature to exempt from ad valorem taxation property owned by a
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1 religious organization for purposes of expanding or constructing a

2 religious facility."



COMMITTEE REPORT
| | o fos o2

The Honorable Tom Craddick

Speaker of the House of Representatives T (ddey™

Sir:

We, your COMMITTEE ON LOCAL GOVERNMENT WAYS AND MEANS

to whom was referred HIB 55 have had the same under consideration and beg to report

back with the recommendation that it

(‘/)' do pass, without amendment.
( ) do pass, with amendment(s).
( ) do pass and be not printed; a Complete Committee Substitute is recommended in lieu of the original measure.

(vfyes ( )no A fiscal note was requested.

( ) yes (/J no A criminal justice policy impact statement was requested.

() vyes ( Wno An equalized educational funding impact statement was requested.

( ) yes (V] no An actuarial analysis was requested.

() yes (T no A water development policy impact statement was requested.

() yes (py no Ataxequity note was requested.

( ) The Committee recommends that this measure be sent to the Committee on Local and Consent Calendars.

For Senate Measures: House Sponsor

Joint Sponsors: / / /

Co-Sponsors:

The measure was reported from Committee by the following vote:
; AYE NAY PNV ABSENT

Hill, Chair \/

Hegar, Vice-chair

v
Laubenberg \/
/

McReynolds .
Mowery : ‘/,
Puente v

P

Quintanilla \/

Total —2_ :;'3 % / Vé/ 7{/
_;/L present, not voting CHAIV

absent



BILL ANALYSIS

H.J.R. 55

By: Zedler

Local Government Ways and Means
Committee Report (Unamended)

BACKGROUND AND PURPOSE
Churches throughout Texas are preparing for future growth by purchasing property for expansion.
However, some local taxing entities are taxing this undeveloped land that churches own. HJR 55

proposes a constitutional amendment which would prohibit local entities from taxmg non-revenue
generating property owned by religious organizations.

RULEMAKING AUTHORITY

It is the committee’s opinion that this resolution does not expressly grant any additional rulemaking
authority to a state officer, department, agency, or institution.

ANALYSIS

Would amend Section 2(a), Article VIII, Texas Constitution, to provide a tax exemption for non-
revenue generating property held by religious organizations for the purpose of expansion.

FOR ELECTION

November 4, 2003.

H.JR. 55 78(R) | Page 1 of 1



SUMMARY OF COMMITTEE ACTION
HIR 55

March 27, 2003 8:00AM

Considered in public hearing
Left pending in committee

April 8, 2003 upon lunch recess

Considered in formal meeting
Reported favorably without amendment(s)




LEGISLATIVE BUDGET BOARD
Austin, Texas

FISCAL NOTE. 78TH LEGISLATIVE REGULAR SESSION
March 26, 2003
TO: Honorable Fred Hill, Chair, House Committee on Local Government Ways and Means
FROM: John Keel, Director, Legislati.vc Budget Board

IN RE: HIRSS by Zedler (Proposing a constitutional amendment to authorize the legislature to
exempt from ad valorem taxation property owned by a religious organization for purposes of
expanding or constructing a religious facility.), As Introduced

No fiscal implication to the State is anticipated, other than the cost of publication.

The cost to the state for publication of the resolution is $85,275.

The resolution would propose a constitutional amendment to Article VIII of the Texas Constitution to
authorize the Legislature to exempt from property taxation property owned by a church or religious
society that owned an actual place of worship, if the property were owned for the purpose of
expanding an existing place of worship or constructing a new place of worship and the property
yielded no revenue.

The proposed amendment alone would have no fiscal impact on the state or units of local
government. The enabling legislation associated with this proposed constitutional amendment is HB
1278.

‘Local Government Impact

No fiscal implication to units of local government is anticipated.

Source Agencies: 304 Comptroller of Public Accounts
LBB Staff: JK, SD, WP, BR

of 1



AMENDMENT#

LIST OF HOUSE AMENDMENTS CONSIDERED TODAY

HJR55-Second Reading

AUTHOR DESCRIPTION
Denny Amendment
Lewis Amendment

Page 1

ACTION

Adopted
Adopted
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FLOOR AMENDMENT NO.

1 Amend H.J.R. No. 55, on page 2, line 24, by striking "November

2 4, 2003" and substituting|fSeptember 13, 20037~
i (NSERT 4
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k¥Code, or a successor statute, for educational purposes;

Amend H.J.R. No. 55 as follows:

(1) on page 2, line 2, between the semicolon and "places",

insert the following: ﬂ?uf§ffé1’ ?;))) 4?? 27%

anv property that is owned by a church or by a strictly religious

50

society and is leased by that church or strictly religious society

-

to a person for use as a school, as defined by Section 11.21, Tax

(2) Strike page 2, line 26, through page 3, line 2, and (D/

substitute the following:

MINSERT CN) 4

proposition: ) "The constitutional amendment to authorize the
lTegislature to exempt from ad valorem taxation property owned by a

religious organization that is leased for use as a school or that

is owned with the intent of expanding or constructing a religious
facility." > J

HJR55 (RCJ)5-10-2003@2-52-54-PM
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By: Zedler, et al. H.J.R. No. 55

A JOINT RESOLUTION
proposing a constitutional amendment to authorize the legislature
to exempt from ad valorem taxation property owned by a religious
organization that is leased for use as a school or that is owned
with the intent of expanding or constructing a religious facility.

BE IT RESOLVED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF TEXAS:

SECTION 1. Section 2(a), Article VIII, Texas Constitution,
is amended to read as follows:

(a) All occupation taxes shall be equal and uniform upon the
same class of subjects within the limits of the authority levying
the tax; but the legislature may, by general laws, exempt from
taxation public property used for public purposes; actual places of
religious worship, also any property owned by a church or by a
strictly religious society for the exclusive use as a dwelling
place for the ministry of such church or religious society, and
which yields no revenue whatever to such church or religious
society; provided that such exemption shall not extend to more
property than is reasonably necessary for a dwelling place and in no

event more than one acre of land; any property owned by a church or

by a strictly religious society that owns an actual place of

religious worship if the property is owned for the purpose of

expansion of the place of religious worship or construction of a new

place of religious worship and the property yields no revenue

whatever to the church or religious society, provided that the

legislature by general law may provide eligibility limitations for
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H.J.R. No. 55

the exemption and may impose sanctions related to the exemption in

furtherance of the taxation policy of this subsection; any property

that is owned by a church or by a strictly religious society and is

leased by that church or strictly religious society to a person for

use as a school, as defined by Section 11.21, Tax Code, or a

successor statute, for educational purposes; places of burial not

held for private or corporate profit; solar or wind-powered energy
devices; all buildings used exclusively and owned by persons orx
associations of persons for school purposes and the necessary
furniture of all schools and property used exclusively and
reasonably necessary in conducting any association engaged 1in
promoting the religious, educational and physical development of
boys, girls, young men or young women operating under a State or
National organization of like character; also the endowment funds
of such institutions of learning and religion not used with a view
to profit; and when the same are invested in bonds or mortgages, of
in land or other property which has been and shall hereafter be
bought in by such institutions under foreclosure sales made to
satisfy or protect such bonds or mortgages, that such exemption of
such land and property shall continue only for two years after the
purchase of the same at such sale by such institutions and no
longer, and institutions engaged primarily in public charitable
functions, which may conduct auxiliary activities to support those
charitable functions; and all laws exempting property from taxation
other than the property mentioned in this Section shall be null and
void.

SECTION 2. This proposed constitutional amendment shall be



H.J.R. No. 55
submitted to the voters at an election to be held September 13,
2003. The ballot shall be printed to permit voting for or against
the proposition: "The constitutional amendment to authorize the
legislature to exempt from ad valorem taxation property owned by a
religious organization that is leased for use as a school or that is
owned with the intent of expanding or constructing a religious

facility."



LEGISLATIVE BUDGET BOARD
Austin, Texas

FISCAL NOTE. 78TH LEGISLATIVE REGULAR SESSION
March 26, 2003
TO: Honorable Fred Hill, Chair, House Committee on Local Government Ways and Means
FROM: John Keel, Director, Legistative Budget Board

IN RFE: HIRSS by Zedler (Proposing a constitutional amendment to authorize the legislature to
exempt from ad valorem taxation property owned by a religious organization for purposes of
expanding or constructing a religious facility.), As Introduced

No fiscal implication to the State is anticipated, other than the cost of publication.

The cost to the state for publication of the resolution is $85,275.

The resolution would propose a constitutional amendment to Article VIII of the Texas Constitution to
authorize the Legislature to exempt from property taxation property owned by a church or religious
society that owned an actual place of worship, if the property were owned for the purpose of
expanding an existing place of worship or constructing a new place of worship and the property
yielded no revenue.

The proposed amendment alone would have no fiscal impact on the state or units of local
government. The enabling legislation associated with this proposed constitutional amendment is HB
1278.

Local Government Impact

No fiscal implication to units of local government is anticipated.

Source Agencies: 304 Comptroller of Public Accounts
LBB Staff: JK, SD, WP, BR -
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By: Zedler, et al. (Senate Sponsor - Janek) H.J.R. No. 55

(In the Senate - Received from the House May 12, 2003;
May 13, 2003, read first time and referred to Committee on Finance;
May 24, 2003, reported favorably by the following vote: Yeas 12,
Nays 0; May 24, 2003, sent to printer.)

HOUSE JOINT RESOLUTION

proposing a constitutional amendment to authorize the legislature
to exempt from ad valorem taxation property owned by a religious
organization that is leased for use as a school or that is owned
with the intent of expanding or constructing a religious facility.

BE IT RESOLVED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF TEXAS:

SECTION 1. Section 2(a), Article VIII, Texas Constitution,
is amended to read as follows: '

(a) All occupation taxes shall be equal and uniform upon the
same class of subjects within the limits of the authority levying
the tax; but the legislature may, by general laws, exempt from
taxation public property used for public purposes; actual places of
religious worship, also any property owned by a church or by a
strictly religious society for the exclusive use as a dwelling
place for the ministry of such church or religious society, and
which yields no revenue whatever to such church or religious
society; provided that such exemption shall not extend to more
property than is reasonably necessary for a dwelling place and in no
event more than one acre of land; any property owned by a church or
by a strictly religious society that owns an actual place of
religious worship if the property is owned for the purpose of
expansion of the place of religious worship or construction of a new
place of religious worship and the property yields no revenue
whatever to the church or religious society, provided that the
legislature by general law may provide eligibility limitations for
the exemption and may impose sanctions related to the exemption in
furtherance of the taxation policy of this subsection; any property
that is owned by a church or by a strictly religious society and is
leased by that church or strictly religious society to a person for
use as a school, as defined by Section 11.21, Tax Code, or a
successor statute, for educational purposes; places of burial not
held for private or corporate profit; solar or wind-powered energy
devices; all buildings used exclusively and owned by persons or
associations of persons for school purposes and the necessary
furniture of all schools and property used exclusively and
reasonably necessary in conducting any association engaged in
promoting the religious, educational and physical development of
boys, girls, young men or young women operating under a State or
National organization of like character; also the endowment funds
of such institutions of learning and religion not used with a view
to profit; and when the same are invested in bonds or mortgages, or
in land or other property which has been and shall hereafter be
bought in by such institutions under foreclosure sales made to
satisfy or protect such bonds or mortgages, that such exemption of
such land and property shall continue only for two years after the
purchase of the same at such sale by such institutions and no
longer, and institutions engaged primarily in public charitable
functions, which may conduct auxiliary activities to support those
charitable functions; and all laws exempting property from taxation
other than the property mentioned in this Section shall be null and
void.

SECTION 2. This proposed constitutional amendment shall be
submitted to the voters at an election to be held September 13,
2003. The ballot shall be printed to permit voting for or against
the proposition: "The constitutional amendment to authorize the
legislature to exempt from ad valorem taxation property owned by a
religious organization that is leased for use as a school or that is
owned with the intent of expanding or constructing a religious
facility."

* % * % %



FAVORABLE
SENATE COMMITTEE REPORT ON

SB SCR SJR SR HB HCR @ gg/
Moo

By

(Author/Senate Sponsor)

L-z4-03

(date)

Sir:
We, your Committee on FINANCE , to which was referred the attached measure,
have on g - 7/3 e 03 , had the same under consideration and I am instructed to report it

(date of hearing)
back with the recommendation (s) that it:

do pass and be printed
() do pass and be ordered not printed
() and is recommended for placement on the Local and Uncontested Bills Calendar.
A fiscal note was requested. wés () no
A revised fiscal note was requested. () yes %;
An actuarial analysis was requested. () yes (\%
Considered by subcommittee. () yes %

The measure was reported from Committee by the following vote:

NAY ABSENT PNV
4

Senator Bivins, Chair
Senator Zaffirini, Vice Chair
Senator Averitt
Senator Barrientos
Senator Brimer
Senator Duncan
Senator Janek
Senator Nelson
Senator Ogden
Senator Shapiro
Senator Shapleigh
Senator Staples
Senator West
Senator Whitmire
Senator Williams

N

SN NSRS

TOTAL VOTES

COMMITTEE ACTION

@’ Considered in public hearmg
@ﬂ’ bstimony taken _ / 2! N

COMMI ' ) CHAIR

Paper clip the original and one copy of this signed form to the original bill
Retain one copy of this form for Committee files



WITNESS LIST

HIJIR 55
SENATE COMMITTEE REPORT

Finance

May 22, 2003 - 8:00AM

Registering, but not testifying:

- AGAINST: Ward, Mike (Texas Heritage Society)



BILL ANALYSIS

Senate Research Center H.J.R. 55

By: Zedler (Janek)
Finance
5/20/2003
Engrossed
DIGEST AND PURPOSE

Religious entities throughout Texas are preparing for future growth by purchasing land for
expansion, and some local taxing entities are taxing this undeveloped property.

H.J.R. 55 proposes a constitutional amendment which would prohibit local entities from taxing
non-revenue generating property owned by religious organizations.

RULEMAKING AUTHORITY

This bill does not expressly grant any additional rulemaking authority to a state officer,
institution, or agency.

SECTION BY SECTION ANALYSIS

SECTION 1. Amends Section 2(a), Article VIII, Texas Constitution, to add any property owned
by a church or by a strictly religious society that owns an actual place of religious worship if the
property is owned for the purpose of expansion of the place of religious worship or construction
of a new place of religious worship and the property yields no revenue whatever to the church or
religious society, provided that the legislature by general law may provide eligibility limitations
for the exemption and may impose sanctions related to the exemption in furtherance of the
taxation policy of this subsection; any property that is owned by a church or by a strictly religious
society and is leased by that church or strictly religious society to a person for use as a school,-as
defined by Section 11.21 (Schools), Tax Code, or a successor statute, for educational purposes to
the list of properties the legislature is authorized to exempt from taxation by general laws under
certain conditions.

SECTION 2. Requires the proposed constitutional amendment to be submitted to the voters at
an election to be held September 13, 2003. Requires the ballot to be printed to permit voting for
or against the certain proposition.

SRC-TJG H.J.R. 55 78(R) _ Page 1 of 1



LEGISLATIVE BUDGET BOARD
Austin, Texas

FISCAL NOTE, 78TH LEGISLATIVE REGULAR SESSION
May 13, 2003
TO: Honorable Teel Bivins, Chair, Senate Committee on Finance
FROM: John Keel, Director, Legislative Budget Board

IN RE: HJIRSS by Zedler (Proposing a constitutional amendment to authorize the legislature to
exempt from ad valorem taxation property owned by a religious organization that is leased
for use as a school or that is owned with the intent of expanding or constructing a religious
facility.), As Engrossed

No fiscal implication to the State is anticipated, other than the cost of publication.

The cost to the state for publication of the resolution is $475,584.

The resolution would propose a constitutional amendment to the Texas Constitution to authorize the
Legislature to exempt from property taxation property owned by a church or religious society that
owned an actual place of worship, if the property were owned for the purpose of expanding an existing
place of worship, constructing a new place of worship or were leased for use as a school as defined by
Section 11.21, Tax Code, and the property yielded no revenue.

The constitutional amendment is to be submitted to the voters at an election held September 13,
2003. According to the Secretary of State, presenting one constitutional amendment on a ballot
results in higher costs because economies of scales are lost. The estimated cost of $475,584 would
include $314,062 for postage, $50,872 for printing, $110,500 for newspaper advertising, and $150
for translation costs. According to the Secretary of State, these costs are similar to those
experienced in November 2002 when one constitutional amendment was presented to voters.

The proposed amendment alone would have no fiscal impact on the state or units of local government
except publication costs.

Local Government Impact

No fiscal implication to units of local government is anticipated.

Source Agencies: 304 Comptroller of Public Accounts
LBB Staff: JK, SD, WP, BR

1of1



LEGISLATIVE BUDGET BOARD
Austin, Texas

FISCALNOTE. 78TH LEGISLATIVE REGULAR SESSTON
March 26, 2003
TO: Honorable Fred Hill, Chair, House Committee on Local Government Ways and Means
FROM: John Keel, Director, Legislative Budget Board

IN RE: HJRS5 by Zedler (Proposing a constitutional amendment to authorize the legislature to
exempt from ad valorem taxation property owned by a religious organization for purposes of
expanding or constructing a religious facility.), As Introduced

No fiscal implication to the State is anticipated, other than the cost of publication.

The cost to the state for publication of the resolution is $85,275.

The resolution would propose a constitutional amendment to Article VIII of the Texas Constitution to
authorize the Legislature to exempt from property taxation property owned by a church or religious
society that owned an actual place of worship, if the property were owned for the purpose of
expanding an existing place of worship or constructing a new place of worship and the property
yielded no revenue.

The proposed amendment alone would have no fiscal impact on the state or units of local

government. The enabling legislation associated with this proposed constitutional amendment is HB
1278.

Local Government Impact

No fiscal implication to units of local government is anticipated.

Source Agencies: 304 Comptroller of Public Accounts
LBB Staff: JK, SD, WP, BR
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H.J.R. No. 55

A JOINT RESOLUTION
proposing a constitutional amendment to authorize the legislature
to exempt from ad valorem taxation property owned by a religious
organization that is leased for use as a school or that is owned
with the intent of expanding or constructing a religious facility.

BE IT RESOLVED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF TEXAS:

SECTION 1. Section 2(a), Article VIII, Texas Constitution,
is amended to read as follows:

(a) All occupation taxes shall be equal and uniform upon the
same class of subjects within the limits of the authority levying
the tax; but the legislature may, by general laws, exempt from
taxation public property used for public purposes; actual places of
religious worship, also any property owned by a church or by a
strictly religious society for the exclusive use as a dwelling
place for the ministry ofvsuch church or religious society, and
which yields no revenue whatever to such church or religious
society; provided that such exemption shall not extend to more
property than is reasonably necessary for a dwelling place and in no

event more than one acre of land; any property owned by a church or

by a strictly religious society that owns an actual place of

religious worship if the property is owned for the purpose of

expansion of the place of religious worship or construction of a new

place of religious worship and the property yields no revenue

whatever to the church or religious society, provided that the

legislature by general law may provide eligibility limitations for
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H.J.R. No. 55

the exemption and may impose sanctions related to the exemption in

furtherance of the taxation policy of this subsection; any property

that is owned by a church or by a strictly religious society and is

leased by that church or strictly religious society to a person for

use as a school, as defined by Section 11.21, Tax Code, or a

successor statute, for educational purposes; places of burial not

held for private or corporate profit; solar or wind-powered energy
devices; all buildings used exclusively and owned by persons or
associations of persons for school purposes and the necessary
furniture of all schools and property used exclusively and
reasonably necessary in conducting any association engaged in
promoting the religious, educational and physical development of
boys, girls, young men or young women Qperating under a State or
National organization of like character; also the endowment funds
of such institutions of learning and religion not used with a view
to profit; and when the same are invested in bonds or mortgages, or
in land or other property which has been and shall hereafter be
bought in by such institutions under foreclosure sales made to
satisfy or protect such bonds or mortgages, that such exemption of
such land and property shall continue only for two years after the
purchase of the same at such sale by such institutions and no
longer, and institutions engaged primarily in public charitable
functions, which may conduct auxiliary activities to support those
charitable functions; and all laws exempting property from taxation
other than the property mentioned in this Section shall be null and

void.

SECTION 2. This proposed constitutional amendment shall be
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H.J.R. No. 55
submitted to the voters at an election to be held September 13,
2003. The ballot shall be printed to permit voting for or against
the proposition: "The constitutional amendment to authorize the
legislature to exempt from ad valorem taxation property owned by a
religious organization that is leased for use as a school or that is
owned with the intent of expanding or constructing a religious

facility."



H.J.R. No. 55

President of the Senate Speaker of the House

I certify that H.J.R. No. 55 was passed by the House on May
10, 2003, by the following vote: Yeas 124, Nays 5, 5 present, not

voting.

Chief Clerk of the House

I certify that H.J.R. No. 55 was passed by the Senate on May

28, 2003, by the following vote: Yeas 31, Nays O.

Secretary of the Senate

RECEIVED:

Date

Secretary of State



President of the Senate Speaker of the House

I certify that H.J.R. No. E§f5 was passed by the House on
(1)

/?2%44, ZYD r 2003, by the following vote:
2) 7

(

Yeas /i%, Nays 5, 5 preseats. W\/Aﬁ%
7 7/ (4)’

(3)

Chief Clerk of the House

I certify that H.J.R. No. Eﬂfb was passed by the Senate on

/?&244,529“ , 2003, by the following vote:
(5) J .

Yeas 25 r Nays C)
(6‘ (7)

Secretary of the Senate

RECEIVED:

Date

Secretary of State

k*** Preparation: CT23;
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proposing a constitutional amendment to authorize the legislature to exempt from ad valorem taxation property
owned by a religious organization for purposes of expanding or constructing a religious facility.
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g Local Government Ways and Means
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